COVES HISTORICAL TRIVIA

Compiled by: Dave Baird

	No.
	ITEM

	1.
	Jim Young purchased the property that he eventually developed into “The Coves” in three (3) parcels:

a.  130 acres from the Drennon estate.

b.  24 acres from the Stong estate.  This portion became the east section of the Coves.

c.  30 acres from G. E. Webb.  A portion of this land was sold to the folks that built Applewood apartments.

The land that now comprises the Coves, approximately 150 acres, was purchased for $800 to $1,000 per acre.



	2.
	The first home sites in the Coves, a Jim Young development,  were purchased as building lots from Max Dean and Maxine Artley out of Jim Young’s office in Park Plaza, a development  about one mile south of the Coves.   The first home closing occurred in October 1968.

The first four Coves residents were:

Jim Smith, Larry  Griggs, Gene Fincher and H. Walden.

The very first home built and occupied was Larry Griggs' at 8341 N.W. Overland Drive.  It cost $37,000.  The streets were curbed but still dirt.  There was an old barn where the clubhouse is now located.

Jim "J.D." Smith, 5001 NW Coves Drive. J.D. closed on his home in October 1968. (Jim passed away in 2001).

	3.
	When the Coves  first opened in 1968, Barry road was a two lane road without a traffic light.   There was a one-lane bridge about 100 yards west of Green Hills Road  -- where Line Creek crosses Barry.   Metro North shopping mall was not constructed.   As a matter of fact, the only businesses on Barry Road was a Bar-B-Que restaurant at the NW corner of I-29  and  Barry, and a grocery store at the NW intersection of Stagecoach and Barry – at Barry Road’s “S” curve.   The Howard Breen family had a horse and cattle farm on the north side of Barry Road, between  I-29 and Green Hills Road.   KCI airport was used only by TWA maintenance operations.



	4.
	Our large lake’s surface area covers approximately 10 acres and was 26 feet deep at the dam when constructed in 1968.  Max Dean used to dove hunt in the field where the lake now is located and Ralph McDaniel quail hunted south of the lake many times.

Our small lake covers approximately 2 acres and was a  rock quarry before becoming our lake.



	5.
	Cookie Hunley has every copy of the Beacon Light since moving to the Coves in 1972. 




	6.
	Longest residing Coves residents today are Ralph and Sadie McDaniel, 5101 NW Coves Drive.  They closed on their home in November 1969. The McDaniels' moved away in late 2004.

	7.
	Jim Young was 37 years old when he started developing the Coves in 1968. Jim and his wife Mary Lou ,  and children, Liz, Tripp, and Nancy,  resided at 4719 NW Coves Drive.  The children were active on the swim and dive teams for many years.



	8.
	The architect that designed the clubhouse and townhomes was Mary Lou Young’s father,   E. M. Fuller.   Mr. Fuller  used three classical styles for his Coves designs – Early American, Colonial, and French Mansard. 



	9.
	First  “on site”  Coves sales office was located at 5114 NW Coves Drive.  This  home  (sales office at the time)  was a  model show home on the 1969 Parade of Homes tour. 



	10.
	Single family homes were still under construction when construction was started on the first townhouse.  Next in order of construction was villagehomes. 

The first single family homes started at a low $31,000 to a high $36,700.  The first townhomes were priced in the mid-twenties and the first villagehomes were in the mid-thirties.   

Prices varied depending upon the number of bedrooms, finished basements, etc..   Custom extras, like light fixtures,  could  add to the base cost as well. 



	11.
	Our clubhouse has approximately 4,000 square feet of floor space and has three levels,  two fireplaces, a complete kitchen and a wet bar.  In 1999 it was insured for $600,000.

The swimming pool was constructed in 1969 and  holds approximately 200,000 gallons of water.

The clubhouse parking lot is 19,000 square feet.




	12.
	The first  home builders in the Coves were: Fred Riley, Dusty Rhodes, Nott Meloy, James Hixon, Larry Mickolick, Gordon Peterson and Jim Carlson. 

It is likely  that Fred Riley and Dusty Rhodes built  more single family homes in the Coves than any other builders.

Nott Meloy built all  the Village homes (61) and the first  fifteen Townhomes. The final two Townhomes, on Birch Lane,  were built by Gordon Peterson. Jim Carlson built the McDaniel’s home.



	13.
	There are 519  homes in the Coves --  386  single family homes, 61 Village homes and  72 Townhome family units in 17  Townhome buildings.   Fifteen of the Townhome buildings have four family units in each building and the two Birch Lane buildings have  six family units in each building.



	14
	Howard Mosby was the Coves first Homeowners Association president.  We think he was elected in 1969 or 1970. 

	
	The lake was dredged for the first time in 1985. It was dredged again in 1994, and again in 2002. 

	
	The point at the lake by the playground  was overhauled with gabion rock baskets in 1987.


NOTE:

This information is based upon human recall and is intended to pass along  neighborhood  history  and  to entertain.   There has been an effort to verify facts and figures, however,  if you see an item that is not accurate, please let me know and I will update the record.   If you know of an item that may be of interest to others, let me know  and I will include this in our trivia history file.

David Baird

Coves President
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